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community facilities and utilities
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Public Properties

Public Facilities

City Hall
170 N. 3rd Street
The City Clerk’s office, Council Chambers, and public works department is located inside the same
building but accessed from 3rd Street and Cedar Street. There are six full-time employees, two parttime employees with a minimum of 30 hours, four part-time employees with less than 30 hours, and
usually hires between two and four seasonal employees during the summer. Springfield has contracts for
engineering services, planning services, budget and audit services, and the city attorney on a monthly
retainer.
If the public works department moves out of the current City Hall building, the city is exploring its options
for a new City Hall. This potential decision has led to a budgeted item for architectural renderings for the
city’s property at North 1st and Main Street near the Community Building. The purpose of this study is
to determine the city’s available options. This research can determine best uses and configurations for
more commercial or non-profit development opportunities for the city’s one and a half acre property.
Public Works Department
365 Cedar Street
The Public Works Department is currently housed in the former Fire Hall. The Public Works Department
may relocate at the Springfield Industrial Park. The city currently owns the property on the northeast
corner of 1st and Pflug. Plans for the current public works department space would be an expansion for
additional city storage or potential for the City Hall to relocate on Main Street and sell the building.
Springfield Memorial Library
665 Main Street
The library has one director and two assistants. The building underwent an expansion which was all
funded by donations. Residents and members have access to a large collection of materials as well as
providing wireless internet. The library’s electronic resources are available for logged-in users. The library
has a range of youth and adult services available.
Community Building
104 Main Street
The community still utilizes the 1938 Works Progress Administration (WPA) project on Main Street.
The facility is regularly used for public and private events. For example, the space is used for youth
basketball with the original floor. The building needs some repairs but is in good condition. The city plans
to continue general upkeep of the building; however, the city does not plan to make large investments
in the building.
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Infrastructure

The City of Springfield continues to provide satisfactory
services while preparing for expansion when the time is
needed. The services provided include water distribution
as well as wastewater collection and treatment. The City
is preparing itself for future growth.
The water tower is located east of town along Platteview
Road. The tower was installed in 1993 and has needed
minimal repairs for twenty years. However, the tower
has recently developed some cracks. The repairs are
considered a priority and evaluating the scale of them
may constitute a larger investment for the repairs.
There are two municipal wells in service. There have been
studies and test wells drilled to determine the feasibility of
an additional well to the water system. At this time, there
is no decision yet if there will be a third well. The current
system adequately serves the city, but new development
would warrant the need of adding another well.
Springfield’s Wastewater Treatment Plant is in good
condition. The emphasis on the treatment plant was
preparing for expansion as the city grows. The plant’s one
tank can handle additional development. If substantial
growth were to occur, this demand can be handled with
expansion by adding up to an additional three tanks if
needed. There will be new mandates on wastewater
permits in 2018. Plans exist to conduct a sewer study to
determine future growth capacity.
The storm drainage system drains into the Springfield
Creek. No significant storm drainage issues exist at this
time. As Springfield looks to grow, the resulting storm
drainage will continue to be addressed.
City Parks
Buffalo Park, City Park, Urban Park, Springfield Creek Trail
and Recreation Area
More detail is available in the Parks inventory of the Profile
and recommendations found in the Parks and Trail Plan of
the Achieve Section.
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Quasi-Public Facilities

These properties are available to the general
public but not maintained by the city.
Quasi-Public Parks
MoPac Trail, Springfield Soccer Complex,
Springfield Elementary School Park
Sarpy County Fairgrounds
South Railroad Street and Main Street
This property serves Springfield as a welcome
sign along Main Street for Highway 50 traffic.
The 2014 Sarpy County Fair marked the 75th
anniversary of being held in Springfield. The
property is available to rent for non-profit
events and private parties. It is owned and
operated by the Sarpy County Agricultural
Society. The Board of Directors oversees the
operations of the County Fairgrounds and
County Fair.
Springfield Cemetery
14500 South Highway 50
This property is located on the north side
of Springfield but is not owned or operated
by the city. The cemetery is supported
through donations and is managed through
the Springfield Cemetery Association. This
volunteer organization allocates the donations
for and upkeep of the 14 acre property.
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PRIMARY / SECONDARY
Springfield Platteview Community Schools
serve Springfield and much of southern
Sarpy County. Formed in 1958 through the
consolidation of numerous rural systems, the
district, today, serves over 1,000 students in 4
schools including an Elementary school inside
the Springfield city limits.

Despite significant funding losses to the metro Learning Community in recent years the
district continues offering an education competitive with that of other area school systems.
While maintaining among the lowest tax rates in the area, Springfield Platteview has prepared
students to score well on state tests, and made significant investments in extra-curricular
activities. A 2004 bond issue, for example, allowed the district to build facilities for vocational
education, the performing arts, and athletics. During the 2012-2013 school year, the district
began offering each student a digital tablet through its 1 to 1 iPad Learning Initiative. The
program’s focus on college preparation and twenty-first century skills development, noted
by Superintendent Brett Richards on the district website, aims to graduate students betterequipped to succeed in future job markets.
Bond Issues
In successive elections in November 2013 and May 2014 district citizens voted against 35
and 25 million dollar bond issues, respectively. Both would have addressed safety, security,
renovation, and expansion needs. Following the second rejection from voters the district made
the decision to suspend further bond efforts until 2016. In the interim the superintendent
indicated plans to seek additional funding from the Learning Community, to which much has
been lost in recent years. The district also hopes to use the intervening period to foster the
sort of community support that might lead to sustainable bond issue success.
Though the district has maintained relatively stable numbers in recent years, enrollment rose by
more than 5% between the 2012-2013 and 2013-2014 school years. District improvements, if
approved by voters in future elections, will help ensure the continued health of the Springfield
Platteview Community Schools and City of Springfield.
Post-Secondary Education
Post-Secondary Schools within 15 miles
Nebraska Christian College
8.1 miles
ITT Technical Institute - Omaha
10.6 miles
Bellevue University
13.7 miles
College of Saint Mary
14.1 miles
University of Nebraska - Omaha
14.9 miles
36
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Figure 19
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Fire and Police Protection
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Figure 20
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Health/Communications
s mentione
e iousl
in el s location ene ts om the maha met o olitan a ea ith
oo access to u lic health acilities
ith man o tions a aila le ithin sho t istances the
el e l o ulation that out mi ate in the e ious eca e ma ha e one so ecause
in el s
lac o assiste li in acilities s
in el an the nation continue to ha e hi he me ian a es it
ehoo es the Cit o
in el to encou a e el e l housin o tions to ee esi ents ithin the
cit he ollo in is a list o nea
acilities to han le the nee s o
in el s a in o ulation

ssiste i in
acilities ithin ten miles
C
C
miles
H
C
C
miles
miles
C
C
miles
H C
C
miles
Hos itals
he th ee nea est hos itals a e
C
H
H
H
C C
C
H
H
H

miles

H
H

miles
miles

elecommunications
in el is cu entl se e
Cha te Communications an has limite se ice
Centu in
he e is a com etiti e communications ma et in the maha Council lu s et o olitan ea that
ill continue to e an into the
in el a ea u in the lannin e io

40

SPRINGFIELD, NEBRASKA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

2

PROFILE SP RI NGF I ELD

Communications/Transportation
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Utilities / Transportation

Utilities
The City of Springfield provides water and sewer services while Omaha Public Power District (OPPD)
provides electricity. Black Hills Energy supplies natural gas to Springfield.
Transportation
Transportation facilities available to the general public include:

Truck Lines: The City of Springfield is served by interstate and intrastate carriers. As of 2014, there
are three local carriers and multiple regional carriers nearby at Interstate 80 interchanges.
Bus Services: There is no bus service within
Springfield. However, there is limited shuttle
services provided by the Eastern Nebraska
Office of Aging (ENOA) to Springfield and rural
residents of Sarpy County.
Railroads: There is no railroad access within
Springfield. The nearest commercial rail
service is the Omaha terminal for Amtrak at
9th and Pacific Street in Downtown Omaha.
Airport: There is no airport service in the City
of Springfield. The nearest public airport is the
Millard Airport. The nearest commercial air
service is Eppley Airfield in northwest Omaha.
Local Transportation Network: The vast majority of travel is on the automobile transportation
network. Due to lack of alternative infrastructure, the smaller, localized transportation system
and local collectors include the less traveled but important access points to the larger regional
transportation system. Within the corporate limits, the maintenance of Main Street, North 2nd
Street, and South 1st Street are important for traffic flow to Highway 50 and Platteview Road.
The Nebraska State Functional Classifications only identifies Highway 50 as an minor arterial.
The Federal Functional Classification and their importance for rural traffic near Springfield will be
addressed in more detail in the Achieve Chapter.
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